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The joy of love in the family (Pope Francis)



EDITORIAL

The post-synodal apostolic ex-
hortation “Amoris letitia” from 
Pope Francis - published this 
past April - is a precious docu-

ment that orients the concept of family 
into the church.
We all know the difficulties of families 
nowadays; but despite that “ the de-
sire of a family is still alive amongst the 
young adults”
(A L 1).
The family is a very fragile and
complex reality that ties people to-
gether in a commitment that lasts a 
lifetime.
The family is the place where one ex-
periences the “joy of love”.
We have read with attention the un-
folding of the exhortation, through 
the various chapters and we were im-
pressed by the many references of the 
Word of God and of the teaching of the 
Church, but also by all the problems of 

the family - the fertility, the education 
of children, the spirituality - treated 
with fine psychology and with “feet on 
the ground”.
We have immediately thought of the 
family of the blessed Alberto Marvelli, 
which has all the positive characteris-
tics of the “Amoris letitia”.
Therefore it is possible to have a Chris-
tian family - a small domestic church - 
as we have seen it in the history of the 
Church and of the saints.
And there still are today many wonder-
ful families that live in the fullness of 
grace and joy.
We have told the story and the sad and 
happy events of the Marvelli family 
with a publication that we re-suggest 
to the attention of our “friends” (1).
Moreover in the pages of this maga-
zine the prof. Cinzia Montevecchi high-
lights the love that reigned in the Mar-
velli family.
The example that the Marvelli family 
sets is a live and concrete comment of 
the exhortation of the Pope, even if ap-
plied to other times.

(1) U. Moretti , Maria Mayr Marvelli. The mother of a 
saint. Ed. IlPonte 2016

THE JOY OF LOVE 
IN THE FAMILY
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FAMILY: “A SOURCE OF JOY 
THAT SHINES”

We bring forth the story of the Marvelli family as a live and
concrete comment of the Pope’s exhortation “Amoris Laetitia”

Only by focussing on the children 
since an early age and following 
them throughout their child-
hood, adolescence and youth, 

they will be able to let them undertake 
their way in the world, secure that they 
do not forget what they have learned 
and that there is a divine law to observe 
a social law to be respected, a human 
solidarity to face and accept that outside 
of their families, there is a world in which 
poor people suffer and for which they will 
be ready to sacrifice and to donate some-
thing of their own”.
Thus Alberto, in a speech from 1943 ad-
dressed to a group of mothers, sketched 
out his ideal of family: what he had the 
good luck to experience in his twenty-five 
years of life.
Those were years marked by many losses: 
in 1928 he lost his little brother Giorgio in 
a car accident, in 1933 he lost his father to 
meningitis, in 1942 his brother Lello died 
in their retreat from Don…Yet the inten-
sity of feelings - capable of overcoming 
the geographic distances -never subsided 
and thanks to a strong faith, was able to 
withstanding the “fall of each value and 
truth” and keep intact “the nostalgia of the 
Heaven”.
In his family Alberto had received the gift 
of a consistent and courageous example 
set by his parents, of which he was always 

grateful.
“Mom is our comforting angel , our most 
precious councillor, the loving and saint 
mother who lives only for her children, 
that thinks only of their own happiness 
think… Following the example of Christ, 
she is everything to everyone: to her fam-
ily, to non-family and to the poor. No one 
who knocked on our door has ever left 
empty-handed. Even when we were going 
through rough times cannot she always 
had something to spare for the poor”. He 
writes in his diary.
Of his dad he writes: “He was a Christian 
in the full sense of the word, with no half 
measures, without human respects, with-
out ostentation.
Sincere, smiling and always in a state of 
grace, serene, that was the way he lived. 
He always followed the wise voice of con-
science and did not hesitate to leave hon-
ors and wealth behind if achieving them 
could fog up the clear transparency
of the soul”.
Grateful son, he becomes solicitous father 
towards his brothers: he write to his little 
sister Gede: “I want to be close to you in 
these days that precede the long-awaited 
one in which you will receive Jesus in your 
little heart and since I cannot be present, I 
hope these lines will be enough to express 
all my affection and all my joy.
Think, Gede dear, that the Child Jesus, the 
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Son of God is for the first time in contact 
with your soul.
What will you say to Jesus, who shows you 
so much affection, so much goodness, so 
much mercy ? What will you offer Him in 
exchange for the immense Grace that he 
grants you? What will you bring to the al-
tar as a sign of gratitude? Nothing could 
be a worthy gift to compensate the fact 
Jesus, God, makes himself gift to men. 
But you, being a little, good girl - that re-
sembles those children that Jesus wanted 
around him and that he loved so much 
when he travelled through Palestine - you 
can thank him in a much worthier way 
than what we adults - who have offended 
him many times - can manage “ He sends 
to his brother Lello in the distant lands of 
Russia, letters, newspapers, books, stamps, 
prayers and anything else that can give 
him the feeling of a loving and supporting 

closeness.
He also looks for every possible way to 
bring back his brother Carlo, a prisoner in 
Egypt after the battle of El Alamein.
Not “refuge”, but “source of joy that shines”, 
the family of Alberto keeps the doors wide 
open to the world: to the parish, to
the school, to the city, to all those who are 
in need of moral or material aid. It is the 
gym of charity which means “zeal, under-
standing the needs of others, suffering the 
pains of others, the need to give to others 
what we have received”.
In fact, paraphrasing Saint Paul he writes: 
“If I had the language of angels but not 
their charity, I would have nothing. If
I had the science of all men without Char-
ity, I would have nothing. If i had a faith so 
ardent, that I was able to move mountains 
and dry up the seas only with my thoughts, 
without charity, I would not be saved”.
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I LIVE IN JOY
In two of its recent documents Pope Frances

puts in the title the word “joy” (Evangelii gaudium and
letitia Amoris) to signify that the Christian life lived

with commitment to the light of the Gospel and with 
mercy is the only source of true joy. Carla Ronci, young,

dynamic and modern, who showed her
Christian commitment in her everyday life, is a believable 

witness of joy

The spiritual journey of Carla toward 
the total transformation in Christ 
reaches its fullness in the last
decade of her life. From the day in 

which Carla moved from the “ God of fear” 
to “the God of love “, God became in her 
movement, aspiration,, rule and purpose of 
each action. The prayer had become reflec-
tion and contemplation, loneliness a need 
for research, silence ecstasy, and contact 
with creatures the paternal voice of God. 
The certainty of the presence of God ac-
companied her at every moment. From this 
certainty inner peace was born, even dur-
ing spiritual aridity, anguish, temptations, 
and joy.
She writes in her diary, already in 1956: “ 
How beautiful it is to live in the grace of Je-
sus and for Jesus. You can experience a joy 
that all the joys of the world put together 
would not match “.
From awareness of the presence of the Lord 
comes the joy, full and contagious that is 
communicated to others. “ All the joy and 
serenity that I can get comes from God. 
Men can never satisfy the anxiety that is in 
me: only God can….the paradise belongs 

to God; If God is in me, I am the paradise 
of God….. Joy is a real and true gift of the 
Holy Spirit that flows in the pure soul who 
welcomes him with all his gifts…. I too, con-
secrated soul, have received a look of love 
from God, what joy!.... Let my ‘yes’ always 
be joyful; I think that is the least I can do to 
reciprocate the love of God….. Until I will 
break all the suffering, I will not be able to 
enjoy the joy of God, I will always be rest-
less….until my heart will not be perfectly 
free from the things of this world, I will not 
be perfectly happy…..The thought that 
most touched me is this: God is in me. I am 
a living tabernacle. Therefore it should not 
be difficult to live in union with God.
This means living a spiritual life. God likes to 
find in me only what is his - which is every-
thing that is divine. It is then that Jesus acts 
undisturbed….
If I let Jesus work in me, he will be him 
praying , speaking, counseling, loving for 
me…..” Joy accompanies her even when it 
seems that the world has fallen over her or 
when she cries or when she confides in her 
diary her sorrows, because in her joy is a gift 
of the Holy Spirit . It is not only the joy that 



in purity, joy in sacrifice.
The more the human being be-
comes part of God and detaches 
from sin, the more he enters the 
spiritual joy.
Carla posses this complete and 
deep joy and diffuses it in the 
hearts of her brothers.
Joy gives her heart a window 
on the world and leads her to a 
communion increasingly univer-
sal.
Because joy “ that comes from 
God is a dilation of the heart; 
happiness is not joy”.
The soul that lives in the grace of 
God lives in joy, because it is in 
need of everything so that it can 
serve, give, love, repair, thank….” 
Only a thought may take away 
my joy: “I am happy and the only 
thing that can make me lose my 
happiness is the certainty that 
God was not merciful anymore: 
Just the thought that God is love 

and mercy gives me so much joy and trust”. 
And again: “ I am happy to be”; “ life is beau-
tiful”; “ I am so happy”; “Life is wonderful”; “I 
live in joy”.
There come to mind the words of Saint 
Paul: “ I am full of joy in every tribulation “ 
(cf. 2Cor 7,4).

Fausto Lanfranchi

CARLA
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comes from being in harmony with nature 
or from the encounter and communion 
with others, but it is a joy that comes from 
the fact that her soul becomes God’s pos-
session, known and loved as the supreme 
and unchangeable good.
Those who live in the Spirit encounter joy 
on their journey: joy in living, joy in love, joy 
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REMEMBERING RONALD NENGASCA

A year ago our friend and collaborator 
Ronald Nengasca (center in the photo 
with the instrument of Alberto), a Philip-
pino man from Cebu City, passed away.
He had come in contact with the Marvelli 
Center after visiting our website on the oc-
casion of the beatification ceremony.
He was impressed by the figure of Alberto 
and felt the need to make him known to 
the Philippino youth as a model of
Christian life. So he had started a Marvelli 
Center in Cebu City, performing important 
initiatives of which he gave extensive re-
port along with photographic documen-
tation, which we have often published on 
our magazine.
Not only did he make the effigy of Alber-
to known with medallions and pictures 
and not only he had spread thousands of 

books in English in his city and in the cit-
ies nearby; he had even written a short 
biography in his native language and had 
composed a beautiful novena of prayers, 
in order to make Alberto known to every-
one. In the various churches he visited, he 
used to place a little statue of Alberto by 
the feet of Our Lady.
If there are many people in the Philippines 
today that know Alberto and write us, is 
thanks to his intelligent work full of faith.
Suffering from heart disease, our friend 
Ronald had been hospitalized many times. 
The last photos
we have received showed him visibly suf-
fering.
Since August of last year we have no lon-
ger had his news… 
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JUSTUS
he recording of the musical oratory Justus for

soloists, choir and orchestra, dedicated to Blessed 
Alberto Marvelli for the tenth anniversary of his
beatification and presented in Saint Augustine

on Sunday 4 October 2015 is now available on DVD

It was composed by Marina Val-
maggi and Enzo Bocciero, almost 
an echo of Alberto’s diary, which
the author read while looking af-

ter her father Valter that, like many 
other people from Rimini, retained the 
memory of that young man who in dif-
ficult times had fought by gripping the 
“weapons of light”.

The text of the oratory is composed of 
original songs from the pages of Alber-
to’s Diary Alberto and brief quotations 
of sacred texts.
By following the biography of the 
blessed, it illuminates the highlights, 
through a path for paintings.
In the opening, two songs constitute 
the “Symphony of the family”. Place 
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of love and of education to responsi-
bility, is the first “Church” in which Al-
berto’s personality is formed, close to 
his mother, example and guardian of 
faith and hope even in the most diffi-
cult moments.
The pages taken from the diary are 
chosen to “tell” the journey of growth 
of a faith that becomes more and more 
open to the presence of the mystery 
and ever more committed to a friendly 
rescue.
The third painting represents the war, 
that early on announces itself darkly 
and then impose itself implacably. In 
the city battered by bombing Alberto 
is tirelessly in search of the missing 
and bringing food and clothing to the 
poorest. The postwar period sees him 
engaged in the moral and material re-

construction according to the criteria 
of justice and charity Until October 5, 
1946, is hit by a truck of Allied soldiers 
that do not even stop to help him..
“Why?” asks the tormented mother… 
asks stunned the entire city… The 
question that so often anguishes also 
our today, who does not cease, how-
ever, to want to search for “ the face of 
the saints every day, to draw comfort 
from their words”.
It can also be done with the help of this 
music, that can become voice of pain, 
longing voice of hope, and hymn of 
thanks.
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Discouraging… better not to!
 
When you expect to receive from a friend 
love, respect, attention and you receive all 
the opposite, what to do, how to react? 
I like to think of Carla Ronci, a young girl 
from the Romagna that in such situations 
replied with sweetness and grit. How did 
she manage that? Perhaps by following 
her life program?
I think so! All the decisions she took were 
anchored to the word of the Gospel, to the 
Beatitudes. The loving obedience to the 
word of Jesus made her so joyful even in 
the difficult times that I cannot help saying 
that she reflected the mercy of God.
That’s where she found the strength not to 
be discouraged! A life program based on 
the intimacy with Jesus and Mary, based 
on trust in them and base on experienc-
ing the sacraments. Carla was nourished 
by them; they were welcome, understand-
ing and forgiveness, mercy, joy and lots of 
peace as she used to say that she spread-
ed.
It is for this reason that we must not forget 
that those who do not know how to give 
what we would like to receive it is because 
in turn they did not experience it nor by 
men nor by the Creator. Carla, filled with 
the love of God, lived [her life by] giving… 
and how did she do that? Her being always 
lived in his presence and so she was able 
to donate that irrepressible gift, precisely 
because it is a gift without measure.
Thank you Carla, dear teacher of life lived 
in fullness.

Patrizia (VE)

Lapu Lapu City - Philippines
I am a young acolyte and I serve at Our 
Lady of Peace, the chapel of the Military 
Ordinariate of the Philippines.
After having met Alberto Marvelli i decid-
ed to set up my own spiritual journey and 
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my service of Acolyte on the example of 
the Blessed Alberto.
I would like to collaborate with you to 
spread his devotion; for this reason I ask 
for a relic to put in the chapel and other 
material to help make him better known.

Seth Emmanuel Lamoste

The mom of a priest
My name is Maria Angeles and I am the 
mother of three children, Ramon, Julian, 
Fermin.
Eight years ago Fermin informed me his 
desire to enter the seminary to become a 
priest. Its decision was difficult for me to 
accept, because it was my desire that he 
formed his own family and had children, 
as is the desire of every mother; however 
I accepted the will of God and I respected 
his decision.
In the next month of July, he will be or-
dained a priest and sent on mission in 
Asia. I rejoice on this news because, being 
so young, he can be a valid messenger of 
the word of God, but it also worries me a 
little knowing him so far and in a country 
that is so different from ours.
Some years ago a bishop of Granada intro-

duced me to Alberto Marvelli, to which I 
became immediately devout: I had always 
model the education of my children to 
him and I had always invoke him for their 
protection.
I ask you for a relic of the blessed Alberto 
Marvelli, which I would like to give to my 
son the day of ordination to put him under 
his protection.
I hope you can send it.

Maria Angeles (Granada – Spagna)

A mom from Poland
I write to you because the Blessed Alberto 
Marvelli has a special place in my heart.
He showed us how a normal Christian lay 
person can live his life and his apostolate 
in the world.
I am a mother of two children and I ask for 
his protection for my family and for my 
spiritual life.
Can you send me a relic of the blessed Al-
berto Marvelli? In my house I have already 
prepared a little shrine with his photos ...
I hope that your gift will help me live more 
and more in the communion of saints.

Malgorzata Tyborska
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ALBERTO MARVELLI SU INTERNET
- www.chiesa.rimini.it/albertomarvelli: llife, pictures, writings, spirituality,
prayers, magazines and publications.
- Facebook page and profile: www.facebook.com/centro.marvelli to follow
the events, activities, publications, tours.
- Twitter (@centromarvelli): to receive a daily Alberto Marvelli’s sentence



	

Oh God, Almighty Father, rich of mercy,
We thank you for giving in Alberto Marvelli

a sign of your love for us.

We contemplate the wonders that you have created
in his life: his strong life of prayer,

his generous social and political dedication,
his ardent love for the poor.

In any aspect of his life
he practised heroically

faith, hope and charity.

We ask you, Father, for the intercession of Alberto,
allow us to imitate his virtues and to become like him

witnesses of Your love in the world.
We also ask you any spiritual and material grace.

We ask you peace and salvation for Your Church,
that Alberto loved and served.

Make Alberto well-known all over the Church
for Your name’s glory and honour.

Amen

With ecclesiastical approval

Prayer for asking for the 
intercession of Blessed 

Alberto Marvelli
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