


EDITORIAL

DO NOT SIT ON LIFE’S SIDELINE

There are young people without

faith, without any enthusiasm.
((Souls without wings. A youth

that is blind to everything that
is elevated, ideal, Holy. There are flocks
of young people who are prisoners of
a heavy burden. In their soul, it never
shines the desire to flee the Earth and
Evil, the desire to free themselves from
their burdens and obstacles to reach
God, infinite light, infinite life. A youth
without a passion for what is elevated
isimmensely sad [...].
Often the youth doesn't elevate itself,
because it strives no more to reach
heights. It has tried to reach them and
wasn’t successful. It doesn't believe in
heights anymore. It is disenchanted. It
is disillusioned.
The “picture” of the youth of the 40s of
the past century could well resemble
that of today’s youth. There are many
young people that do not voluntari-
ly choose what'’s evil, but live in indif-
ference, they live without choosing
anything, or they do so to fol-low the
majority, accepting the fact that there
is not much we can do and - in the end
- why should we do something about
it? Blind people in need of light, crip-
pled who need righteousness, lepers
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who need purity, dead who need life,
to quote Alber-to.

We're speaking about the youth
warned by Pope Francis to not restrain
happi-ness to fun, one’s life to a febrile
consumption, love to mere emotions,
to not sit on the sidelines of life, but
to live chasing high aims with joy and
bravery, to be capable of dreaming
about embracing the beauty of life, to
steer existence towards “God’s dreams”.
How to fulfill “God’s dreams” is shown
by Alberto and Carla, who have tes-
tified that life’s purpose cannot con-
sist of what is finite, that no moment
should be wa-sted.“l had the bravery to
push myself beyond’, wrote Carla when
she understood that she was destined
to a higher calling. “Do not waste time
uselessly in scarcely useful actions,
which are not necessary, nor in silly
digressions, or in even sillier di-gres-
sions which do not benefit in any way
our soul and our perfection’, wrote Al-
ber-to.

In order to live “God’s dreams’, both
had the courage to make decisions in
which they put their whole energy and
seriousness. Both decided to live above
the now, to never be satisfied with all
they have done, both strived for what



is better and perfection. To put it in one
word, both strove for holiness. Both
decided to love, di-scovering day by
day the secret of life — that is, you own
it only by giving it. They deci-ded to
love, without indulging in any ‘why’ of
life, waiting for a response from above.
Love has pushed them to change from
asking themselves ‘why’ to ‘for who,
namely ‘for who' they could do good.
For them, love has not been something
to be lived through like an emotional
rollercoaster, but as a gift, as a choice,
as a sacrifice.

“Life is action, thus, every man who
knows his dignity and superiority over
all the other creatures, spontaneously
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feels the desire to work, operate, act,
for himself firstly, and then for the oth-
ers.”

“Life without action is death, this is the
quote with which Pius XI addressed
a group of young people discussing
the necessity to dedicate all of his en-
ergies, in eve-ry action, both spiritual
and material, to do something useful
for everyone. May all follow this ideal.
This way, only, will they be able to say
to have well-deserved the life that God
has conceded them.”

Here is, thus, the teaching of our young
saints: to live keeping an eye on com-
mon utility is the only way to live well.




ALBERTO

ALBERTO’S EDUCATIO
SALESIAN ORATORY A
CATHOLICACTION (AZ

hen the Marvelli family es-
tablished itself in Rimini in
1930, its children went to
the Salesian oratory of the
parish Santa Maria Ausiliatrice. Those
were years in which education, namely
in the case of the balilla, was focused
on belief, obedience, and fight. In-
stead, Alberto learned how to live in
the three dimensions dear to Don Bo-
sco: joyfulness, study and piety. These
three principles have guided him, es-
pecially when he became an educator
himself.
Joyfulness has always been a distinc-
tive trait of the personality of Alberto.
He saw the root of joyfulness in the en-
ergies typical of youth, a phase which
is — or should be - by definition one
of joyful and free growth. At the same
time joy, both for Alberto as well as
for Don Bosco, is the consequence of
a Christian evaluation of life, because
the glad tidings can only generate
faithful and positive optimism.
That joy is nourished by the life full of
grace, which is the answer to God, who
de-mands to be served in every area:
To have Christian joy we must serve
God. To serve God in our everydaly life, in
our families, in our job, in school, in our
freetime. Do not think that in order to
serve God you must become a priest or
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a monk. Praying always in Church is not
necessary either. We serve God, fulfilling
our du-ty scrupulously and enthusiasti-
cally. We serve Him even when we have
fun, when these enter-tainments are le-
git and do not go against the law and
Christian moral.

In fact, one of his inspirations is Do-
menico Savio, canonized in 1933, the
young pu-pil to whom Don Bosco
taught that to become saint you need
to live everyday life with joy.

In addition, joy gives an answer to a
specific education purpose, because it
is ne-cessary to love what is appreciat-
ed by young people, in order for them
to learn how to see love even in those
things they appreciate less:

A conscious joy, in order to transform the
unaware joyfulness of the youth. To love
what the youth loves, so that the youth
will love what we love.

Alberto started to live with his peers
with this positive approach. He looked
at their world with comprehension
and sympathy, with faith in the pow-
er of good - which lives in everyone
-, with the commitment to create a
space made of authentic relations. He
was guided by love and solidarity, with
a passionate care for the activi-ties of
the oratory, as well as the organiza-
tion of free time: sports, bike rides, ex-



cur-sions, attending theaters.

The seriousness in his study represent-
ed the second “duty” to which Don
Bosco in-spired its pupils. Not a study
which was an end in itself, or in order
to obtain indivi-dual benefits, but a
study which has to translate into be-
ing charity, at the service of others. For
this reason, it cannot merely imply in-
telligence, but also willpower and, es-
pecially, heart.

It is a marvelous work of charity to study
for the solace of those who love us, to
lend a hand to the fellow who is less dex-
terous, in order to be a better and more
aware soldier in the conquest of souls in
the name of God. Here science becomes
charity and love, it ascends to the lev-
el of per-fection and eternal, because
“charity will never fade out”.

In order to hope to be capable of
reaching high spiritual goals, it is nec-
essary to practice mercy. But here we
do not refer to some sentimentalism
or pietism which manifests itself ex-
clusively in external behaviors, but
especially in a life defined by a strong,
aware faith, based on prayers and the

participation in sacraments.

Alberto Marvelli was helped, especial-
ly, by the two spiritual “wings” that was
pro-vided to him by the education in
the Salesian oratory, that is the love for
the Virgin:

Let’s set our sights high: if we look up to
the sky, we will not be able to deny that
force which draws us towards Mary. This
force springs from Her, Mother of Grace,
Mother of the Source of Grace.

and the passion for the Eucharistic:
Other instruments are meditation,
which is defined by saints as the “higher
prayer’, the devo-tion to the Immaculate
Virgin, merciful and good Mother, who
has always helped Her believers, and the
Eucharistic, this divine Host, which the
strong call bread. | purposefully men-
tioned this lastly, because it is the high-
est and most sublime aid which the Lord
can offer us, and because this way it will
be remembered better by the reader. We
love the Eucharistic deeply.

Alberto Marvelli always had a deep tie
with Salesian education. Even years
later, in 1943, during his intervention
in a Convention of aspirants and in
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ALBERTO

1946, during a lesson for parents, he
continued to promote the education
model of Don Bosco, with the convic-
tion that even in the debris of the war
it was possible, for a believer, to live joy.
The transition from the Salesian ora-
tory to the section of catholic Action
of the pa-rish church was smooth: the
Salesian education aimed at, basically,
educating “good christians and hon-
est citizens”. He also recommended to
young people, as a normal following
path, the apostolate. This, along with
the hierarchical path, was the main
purpose of catholic Action. This “osmo-
sis” was desired by Pius XI himself. To
use an image that he defines “mechan-
ical’, in a speech at the Congress of the
Italian ca-tholic Youth in november
11, 1924, Pius X| manifested his wish
that “every pre-youth organization or
semi-organization” could become the
“loading gates” of the basin “rich with
every beauty and every treasure” rep-
resented by catholic Youth.

Alberto Marvelli, while still going and
bringing life to the activities of the
Salesian oratory, has covered a variety
of roles within catholic Action. For ex-
ample, responsi-ble for the Group of
aspiring parish priests (1933), diocesan
vice-president, in order to rebuild, after
the war, in cooperation with his profes-
sor of art history Maria Mas-sani, the
group of catholic Graduates.

In catholic Action, Alberto lives the val-
ue and the necessity of the apostolate
as the highest form of charity:

It is God, from above in the skies, from
the depths of our soul, where He lives
with His grace, with His spirit, with His
divine Eucharisitic, which brings us to-
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wards the path of sanctity, on one end,
and the apostolate, on the other. [...].
Thus, the apostolate is not a fruit of van-
ity or some type of spiritual luxury, nor a
religious whim, but a dutiful manifesta-
tion of the spirit.

This, with the humble awareness that
who converts is not man, but God.

In addition to the three responsibilities
within the Salesian education, three
more - not so different from the oth-
ers — are proposed to him by catholic
Action: prayers, action, sacrifice.
Alberto Marvelli is a man of action,
convinced that it is possible to become
saints, but in a sky which has to be de-
served after painstaking labors in the
earthly city. For this very reason, action
cannot be improvised. It requires inner
preparation and, thus, sacrifice:

Action entails an inner preparation, it re-
quires a type of conduct of the soul, some
mastery of conscience, a faithful medita-
tion capable of ascending towards God.
The effort necessary to overcome our
weaknesses, to recover from our mis-
takes, can only be obtained through
the help of prayers, in the certitude
that through prayers the soul is capa-
ble of any victory:

Maybe giving our life to the Lord, day by
day, drop by drop, is more burdensome.
Where is the secret to obtain this spirit of
sacrifice hidden? In the effort of prayer. In
the prayer the soul is ca-pable of any vic-
tory. Almightiness of man and weakness
of God. It is the most comforting truth of
all our faith.

The “study” of the Salesian and the “ac-
tion” of catholic Action, the “piety”of
the Salesian, the “prayer” of catholic
Action, all educated Alberto Marvell to



love God and his neighbor, to a faith
lived committing himself to others.
A faith, to put it different-ly, which is
“political’, capable of manifesting itself
in the here and now of history. It is no
coincidence that, in the last years of
the war, Alberto Marvelli realizes that
the political commitment can truly be-
come the highest form of apostolate
and, after the war, in a city which was
ravaged by the bombs of the allies, he
decided to abandon his role in catholic
Action with a view to dedicate himself
to politics. He was convin-ced that, for
catholics, a new chapter was opening,
within which they could operate, em-
ploying their energies and their time
with generosity.

The political activity could and had
to become the highest manifestation
of faith ever materialized: “Now we,
the youth of catholic Action, have a
double responsibili-ty, both towards
God as well as towards the world” - he
writes in his Diary (Diario). “Nation-
al and international law must lay its
foundations on Christian ground. The
Go-spel, the Encyclicals of the Pope
must be the rules of the lives of not
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only individuals, but people, coun-
tries, governments, the world.”
This was the synthesis of what he had
learned during his years of commit-
ment in catholic Action. In all of his
speeches to catholic Action, Pius Xl
from one side called for a separation
from politics, in its more technical
connotation of the term. He urged the
Church to avoid taking sides in the po-
litical debate. Nonetheless, he insisted
upon the necessity for the believer to
have some education regarding po-
litical commit-ment, conceived as a
service to the city of men, in the quest
and the construction of the common
good:
Not a party type of politics, a politics for
the day, forthe moment: catholic Ac-tion
does not need to go down those roads.
But there is another type of politics that
we cannot and we do not want to ab-
dicate: we cannot deny the politics for
the common good, the true politics, the
great politics which strives for the com-
mon good, that is the care and the work
necessary to obtain and preserve those
goods that pertain to all and cannot be
lacking to everyone: family health, the
holiness of education, the rights of the
Church, the rights of the con-sciences,
the rights of God [...]. Now, catholic Ac-
tion does not have to carry some partial
type of politics, the small politics, but
should limit itself to the de-dication of
the great type of politics, which is relat-
ed to the first, sovereign goods at the ba-
sis of all the others. This is the way to be
worthy of the whole common good, in
its most ample conception of the word.
Cinzia Montevecchi



CARLA

THE EDUCATION OF SAINTS

e all admire, estimate and
love saints. We frequent-
ly ask for their protection
and help, and we need to
look at their faces in order to have the
courage to lift our gaze and keep walk-
ing in our difficult path of our terrestri-
al days.
We frequently think that they, the
saints, are capable of doing everything
to per-fection, that they never had any
shortcomings. In other words, we risk
committing a serious mistake. When
studying their lives, we are in awe when
we read that they were “great sinners”.
How come? Is it possible that it’s really
the case? This is what we ask ourselves.
Carla Ronci, our venerable Carla, gave
answers to these questions in her
brief existence. She was born in Rimi-
ni, April 11, 1936, and she received the
sa-crament of baptism on the 13th of
the same month. She grew up in Torre
Pedrera, which at the time was noth-
ing but a piece of land, an extension
of the Rimini province where citizens
lived with scarce resources, namely the
vegetables of the garden and fishing.
Carla, with her family, was one of those
citizens.
Carla’s life develops in the little roads of
her little town. She was a girl like many
others. She looked for the company of
her peers, she was joyful, intelligent,
she liked to read photonovels, going

8

to the cinema and dancing, but she
didn't know what her existence would
be. The only thing she knew is that she
had an irrepressible joy of li-fe, a great
heart capable of love, but she did not
know where her innate qualities would
bring her. This the holy year of 1950,
when she lived an experience that
would change her life:

I had the bravery to push myself beyond
and, one night, especially one night,
when | was lea-ning on a window sill...
there was a lot of noise in the town... in
the glimpse of fantasy, | saw the shape
of a face and the smile of a look that |
never had seen before. In my heart I felt
a voice and an invitation. | felt disgust-
ed with myself. Looking back, | saw my
fourteen years without joy and my future
over the edge of an abyss. | doubted... |
proposed... then | doubted again.

That was the decisive moment in which
she oriented her youth and her life in
a to-tally different direction. She start-
ed to go very frequently to the par-
ish church and doing the sacraments,
dedicating herself to others.

In the description of her experience
what is touching is the expression “I
had the bravery to push myself be-
yond” It is the fundamental expres-
sion which unveils the miracle of the
encounter with the Lord, as well as the
bravery of that young girl, who - in the
impetus of her heart — desired to wel-



come that Presence.

The bravery shown by Carla is that
which is frequently missing in many.
That is, the bravery to “go beyond’, in
order to come out of ourselves and let
ourselves be em-braced by the Mystery
of God. The courage to “dare” is miss-
ing, as said by Pope Francis. But “dar-
ing” is the only antidote to mistrust, to
give a new flavor to every-thing that
one does.

From that moment, Carla discovered
to be increasingly thirsty and hungry
of the Word of God. Her parish priest,
father Napoleone Succi, realized that
something had taken place within her,
a radical change, something import-
ant. Because of this, he started to as-
sign her some parochial duties.

The 50s were the years of the postwar
period, and catholic Action operat-
ed to re-build the country after it was
destroyed in World War Il. The coun-
try needed courage and hope. Catho-
lic Action was present with a body of
lay people that was responsible and
prepared, capable of embracing the
apostolic purpose of the Church, the
evange-lization, the sanctification of
men, and the Christian education of
their conscience. Carla was prepared
by Providence to perform this duty.
She became zealous in every task, be-
cause she understood that God’s King-
dom had to be built also here, on Earth.
This included everything, nothing was
excluded. Carla welcomed the lesson
of the apostle Paul: “Though | am free
and belong to no one, | have made
myself a slave to everyone, to win as
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many as possible. To the weak | be-
came weak, to win the weak. | have be-
come all things to all people so that by
all possible means | might save some.
| do all this for the sake of the gospel,
that | may share in its blessings.” (1Cor
9,19-23)

Thus, in her education, something of
decisive relevance has been her con-
vinced adhesion to catholic Action,
along with the moments of spirituality
that the associa-tion made available for
the education of her fellows. The par-
ish priest, father Napo-leone, in 1950,
with full trust in Carla, nominated her
delegate of the Girls and en-trusted
her ten little girls. These were followed
by others, and soon they became thir-
ty. Many times, Carla brought home
“her girls”, because she didn't want
their mothers to worry. But also be-
cause Carla didn't leave anyone along
the way. During their paths, fruitful dia-
logues took place, where those young
girls revealed their urge to obtain the
answers to fundamental questions
about life. But those answers had to
come from the mouths of people they
could trust. Carla thought that those
were op-portunities that allowed her
to better know her girls, understand-
ing what their true difficulties could
be. She knew well that many times
mothers could not answer: be-cause of
shame, because they did not have the
answer or for lack of time.

Regarding these duties, Carla states
with great humility that she didn't
have any type of specific preparation,
but she knew Who to rely on for knowl-
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CARLA

edge, strength, safety, and for being
capable of answering the questions
she was asked. The text from which
she obtained her spiritual knowledge
was the Gospel. The first Gospel she
had was a gift by father Napoleone.
She had read it so many times that she
knew it by heart.

In catholic Action Carla developed a
solid religious culture and added to her
know-ledge the study of catechism.
She read many books, lending them
from the parish church that later on
she enriched with new volumes which
she bought with her per-sonal savings
and gifted with love.

With time, her preparation was accom-
panied by the width of her soul and
faith. Thus, she became delegate of the
Aspiring and, shortly after, she became
delegate of Plaga, an area which in-
cluded many parish churches.

She never missed the education meet-
ings promoted by catholic Action
and, after these, she was always full of
peace and joy for her constant encoun-
ter with Jesus. This was possible also
thanks to the encounter of new friends
which shared with her the same ideal.
Carla’s life was very intense. She was in-
defatigable, because the adherence to
the Gospel made her more responsible
and vigilant towards her life and that
of others. The parish church of Torre
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Pedrera became the place of her san-
tification. It was in Torre Pedrera where
Carla developed her desire to give her
life to priests. She highly valued priests:
According to Saint Paul, the priest is a
heartless man because he only has the
suffering and the anguish of men, his
brothers, and in his own heart beats that
of Christ. A man without interests nor
horizons because his are those of Jesus.
A man without intelligence and without
a personal idea, because what he thinks
and says, everything carries the thought
and the Word of God. Yes, | gave myself
to him... to the priest, or rather to the
minister ... just like Jesus with his apos-
tles... like the priest gives himself to all.
The first one for whom Carla prayed
was her parish priest, father Napole-
one. Later she prayed so that many
priestly vocations could blossom. From
her prayers and sa-crifices lived in the
complete awareness of her love for
Jesus, her Husband, many vo-cations
have blossomed, some of which we
know about. Others are known to God
only, in their number and sanctity.

Franca Negosanti Bugli
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Prayer to ask
for Venerable
Carla Ronci’s
intercession

Lord, we thank you for bestowing
Carla Ronci upon us, and we thank
the powerful action of Your Holy
Spirit, which blessed her with

many gifts. We praise you for her
willingness to fully consecrate herself
to Jesus Christ through chastity,
poverty and obedience; for the great
dedication she had to her educational
task during her everyday ecclesial
commitments; for her willingness to
follow her priestly vocation and the
sanctification of presbyteries; for her
fervent prayers, which enabled her
to endure suffering with strength
and serenity; for her simple life

the constant help she gave to her
neighbours. Father, grant us, through
Carla’s intercession, the ability to
follow our path as virtuously as she
did. We also ask you for spiritual and
material grace.

If your divine plan allows it, let Carla
be beatified and known by the whole
Church, for the sake of us and Your
glory. Amen.

(Approved by the Church)

Prayer for
asking for the
intercession
of Blessed
Alberto
Marvelli

Oh God, Almighty Father, rich of
mercy,

We thank you for giving in Alberto
Marvelli

a sign of your love for us.

We contemplate the wonders that
you have created

in his life: his strong life of prayer,
his generous social and political
dedication,

his ardent love for the poor.

In any aspect of his life

he practised heroically

faith, hope and charity.

We ask you, Father, for the
intercession of Alberto,

allow us to imitate his virtues and to
become like him

witnesses of Your love in the world.
We also ask you any spiritual and
material grace.

We ask you peace and salvation for
Your Church,

that Alberto loved and served.

Make Alberto well-known all over the
Church
for Your name’s glory and honour.

Amen

With ecclesiastical approval



