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EDITORIAL ‘

BEING UNDER THE EYES OF GOD
AND INSIDE THE EYES OF OTHERS

s a Christian, | know that we can
“become a saint” in our earthly
life, with the help and under the
eyes of God. But | keep on wit-
nessing that saints, i.e examples of good
life, are acknowledged when they become
such also in the eyes of others, when their
discovery of a saint manages to touch, at
least partially, the lives of many. It shakes,
awakes and strengthens faith - when it is
there -, it touches and moves the heart,
it provokes the intellect. It kindles and at
times even burns the soul.
Saints are spiritual people and, at the same
time, words made of flesh who write with
their own existence, with the contradic-
tions and the clarity of their existence,
the Word which became flesh. This way,

they bear witness with force in the com-
plex human reality the adhesion to Christ.
Thus, they bring to Him also those who
come from afar. If anything, saints can at
least become their friends, or their teach-
ers. We are speaking of men and women
who know how to be like lively words.
Words that can be understood by every-
one, believers, non believers or people
who believe differently. This is how it has
been from Saint Francis of Assisi to Mother
Teresa of Calcutta: and that’s how it is. And
this is even more important nowadays, in
our incredible and often desolated times.
In fact, sanctity doesn’t set a boundary:
that's far from being its purpose. Instead,
its purpose is to clarify that it is possible
to live - so to say - between the sky and
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the Earth, living in both places at the same
time. Just like Alberto Marvelli, who felt
and lived his political commitment as a
service to the community. According to
him, one’s political activity could and had
to become the highest expression of one’s
faith. “Serving others is better than being
served. Jesus serves”: this is what he wrote
in his small notebook. This is the spirit
with which he carried out his civic com-
mitment. After his death, he was mourned
even by his political adversaries, who cried
for “the brother who spread so much good
on this Earth”.

There is not a single way to be good and
saints, but “many different ways and also
to many different extents’, as preached by
Pope Paul VI at the General Audience, on
March 16, 1966 (a few months after the
conclusion of the Second Vatican Council).
From Augustine of Hippo to Carlo Acu-
tis, from Oscar Arnulfo Romero to Gianna

Beretta Molla, all saints heed God and, at
the same time, exactly because of this,
speak to men and women of their time.
Not only this: all saints speak efficiently, in
their earthly lives, to men and women of
all ages.

Today they speak to us, Christian citizens
of Rimini. Sandra Sabatini continues to
motivate us: “Today there is an inflation
of good Christians, while the world needs
saints!”. Carla Ronci never ceases to repeat
to us: “Only saints leave traces behind, oth-
ers make noise”. Alberto, Carla, Sandra nev-
er cease to show us that the path towards
sanctity, for them and for us, goes through
our own houses. This warms our hearts. We
can be glad about this. Not all pay to this
the attention it would deserve. If there is
still hope in this world, it is because there
still are people that live under the eyes of
God and inside the eyes of others.

Father Gabriele Gozzi




MEMORY

IN REMEMBRANCE
OF FATHER FAUSTO

t 96 years of age, Father Fausto Lanfranchi ascended to His House.
The friends of the Marvelli Center remember him as a friend and passionate
biographer not only of Alberto Marvelli, but also other beautiful exponents of
the Church of Rimini, such as Carla Ronci, Sandra Sabattini and Father Oreste
Benzi.
Father Fausto was the founder of the historical Marvelli Archive, of the Centre for doc-
umentation Alberto Marvelli, of the magazine “Friends of Alberto and Carla”. He also
established Marvelli's house as a center for indicating, with the help of saints, the path
that brings to God.
Father Faust was a man of mercy and compassion. For us, he was the example of a faith-
ful charity, capable of opening the house to the world. He felt the world as his home. A
man of charity with no prejudice. A charity which was a patient help for those who, lost
and distant, came to him with trust.
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TWO MARVELLI AT
THE PARTISAN MUSEUM

aving received the suggestion of
our friend from Varsavia, Profes-
sor Miloslaw Goéreki, we visited
the partisan Museum - Alfredo Di
Dio patriots Division - in Busto Arsizio Or-
navasso. (http://www.museopartigiano.it/

upload/documenti/M/M-13.PDF).

The material that we were able to down-
load consisted of pictures and documents
of Adolfo Marvelli, Alberto’s brother. Adolfo
Marvelli enrolled in the division of resistance
fighters under the command of Alfredo Di
Dio which fought against
German occupadation, after
the Armistice of September
8, 1943 between Badoglio’s
government and the Allies.
Among the material gath-
ered there is a nice folder
without date, titled “A mag-
nificent example of a war-
rior”.

“Tall and thin, with a bright
face and a spontaneous
smile, with vivid and pierc-
ing eyes. As soon as you
see him, as soon as you
hear him speak, you judge
him positively.

ADOLFO MARVELLI, the
young Commander of the
Alto  Milanese Division
must be a hero. And in fact,
he is such, but in a way
which leaves one in awe.
He tells just some heroic
moments of his great mil-
itary adventure. He's hur-
rying, he cannot stop. He
must run because his men
await him. Without him,
~ they cannot accomplish
anything. With him, every-



one feels safe, audacious and reckless.
He’s tired. Consider this: ever since he
joined the fight for freedom he hasn't slept
an hour. He doesn'’t even feel any hunger.
It's been many days now that he has been
living off of enthusiasm. His only thought
is his division. He only talks about over-
whelming feats. Even his adversaries have
respect for him. The paratroopers of Tra-
date wanted to negotiate with him only.
They didn't trust others, but they trusted
him. He's generous, chivalrous, just and ex-
tremely polite. He doesn’t expose himself
nor his men to useless risks. He feels the
necessity of action, he can foresee its pos-
itive outcome. He calculates with utmost
precision.

He said with some sort of ingenuity that
one of his groups waged an attack against
the enemy with no weapons and then,
just a few days later, it even had anti tanks,
which were obviously overtaken from the
enemy. He promised to be more detailed
regarding the operations which were suc-
cessively carried out by his unit, and we
will inform our readers about them. That’s
all he said to us. He ran away swiftly be-
cause other duties awaited him. The fight
is not over yet. The enemy is tough and will
try to prevail until the end, by all means
necessary. But against Adolfo’s compan-
ions there is nothing he can do. Absolute-
ly nothing. It is better to surrender when
facing the companions of the Alto Mila-
nese Division. They are good soldiers. They
overtake weapons, they hand the loot,
they do no harm to anyone. Nonetheless,
if someone lags behind, he will receive an
adequate punishment.”

To our great surprise, we discovered that in
addition to the material regarding Adolfo
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there also is a host of documents regarding
Alberto. An abundance of news, letters from
Maria Massani which date to the years in
which she supported the cause for the beati-
fication of her former pupil. Among the doc-
uments, we also found a payment receipt of
20 pairs of shoes made of veal.

Finally, we also have a letter from Alberto,
definitely undocumented. Its date is Decem-
ber 10, 1945, addressed to Luciano Vignati
who, during the Resistenza, was the political
commissioner of two autonomous brigades
which were in the group of the Di Dio divi-
sions - where, as we have seen, also Adolfo
Marvelli fought. Luciano Vignati then cov-
ered a relevant role within the Busto Arsizio
section of Democrazia Cristiana (‘Christian
Democracy’) and because of his friendship
with Adolfo, he took great care of Rimini’s sit-
uation. A rarity in Alberto’s correspondences,
here we have a reply to a letter sent to him
by Rovagnati on November 21. On top of this
letter we can see Alberto’s seal and this note:
“answered on December 10, 1945,

Dear Luciano,

I thank you for your letter of November 21,
to which | told myself to reply every sin-
gle day, in order to thank you and inform
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you regarding the transport of goods, but
unfortunately | also am very busy. So, the
goods have arrived.

Tonight in fact, when | was at the Party
headquarters, a truck owned by the Co-
operative came with a box of bed linen,
shoes, little dresses (men clothes are miss-
ing: we are waiting for them) and plywood.
I thank you on behalf of all the partners, all
theill forced to sleep only with bedsheets,
thanks to a kind donation. Regarding the
shoes, we would like to know if it's those
for the Cooperative, to be paid according
to the invoice you sent, or instead it is a
donation of the party Christian Democ-
racy, as the letter that was given to us by
the employee of the Alto Milanese would
suggest.

I am sending you a set of pictures of Rimi-
ni, where you can see some of the places
which have been most heavily damaged,
through which one can imagine the con-
ditions in which the city lies.

I will be in Milan towards the end of the
year and | will visit you on the 28th or 29th,
and we could better organize the commit-
tee. Eventually, | could also be there on the
occasion of the conference on Rimini, if
you think you will schedule that on those
days. In case, get back to me in advance,
so that | will avoid any negligence for the
positive outcome of this beautiful initia-
tive.

Thank you on my behalf to all the friends,
the anonymous donors and all the good
people who care for our devastated city.
Mum has a good memory of you, and
she thanks you especially for the ten little
dresses that you promised for the poor she
is helping.

| thank you, again, and | greet you with af-
fection, waiting to see you soon,

Yours, Alberto
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The preoccupations of Alberto, which seem
to us of exasperating simplicity, almost im-
proper - we could say - for being thoughts
of a saint, instead teach us that the path
towards sanctity is rooted in daily life and
that love towards our neighbor is made of
attention to little details. Here you have the
dresses that girls need, bed linen missing at
the hospital, the cost of shoes. These are de-
tails similar to those to which Jesus exhorted
his disciples to pay attention to: wine which
was about to finish at a party, a sheep miss-
ing, the widow who offered her last coins...
Cinzia Montevecchi
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THE MEANING | GIVE TO MY
ENCOUNTER WITH CARLA RONCI

continue the publication of the
witnessings of our friends from

Torre Pedrera who met Catrla.

When | was a little girl, I lived close to the
house of the Ronci family. For this reason,
| can say that | have always known Carla,
as well as because I'm the same age as her
sister Santa.

| went to their house many times. It was
usual in little villages, at that time, when
everyone knew each other. During the
summer, the doors of our houses remained
open the whole day.

Thinking about those days, I'm deeply
grateful for having met her and, at the
same time, | feel a deep nostalgia.

Carla was fully devoted to God. It was evi-
dent that everything she did was an offer
to Him. She was full of initiatives. For ex-
ample, she transformed the garage of her
house into a sewing workshop, where us
girls learned how to sew, to embroider, and
share the first difficulties of life. | can say
that that period was an authentic school
of life, because every encounter wasn't
only pleasant, but also edifying. Every
Sunday we went to the parish church. On
holidays, after homework, we always met
at the parish church. We were many, about
the same age. Surely, Carla’s faith was big.
It was very clear what she wanted from us:
that we loved God the way she did. She
was tireless, generous in the way she gave
herself to others, everyone in need.

When she died, it was a hard blow for ev-
eryone, for the whole community and for

me. Everyone suffered a lot. We realized
that starting again without her was very dif-
ficult, because she was no longer with us...
There were times in which | was more
around, others in which | was less. This is
because everyone felt deeply the absence
of her fundamental role.
Today - and back then - | am still part of
Azione Cattolica, because within me there
still is the affection for that environment
which gave me a lot. | rediscover peace
and joy when | can go and pray with the
rosary in Carla’s little church.
If I could encounter Carla today, | would
THANK her for everything she has taught
us through her words and her example! |
also think that | must have let her down
many times throughout my life. | also think
that, if | have been able to accomplish
something, it’s only thanks to her! In fact,
as an adult, now | can understand more
than ever that we were lucky to find her, in
our lives.
| pray that,
from above,
she keeps
on looking
after us...
but I'm sure
about this!
| know she
does, | can
feel it.
Bruna
Mignani




BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS
IN LANGUAGE

Carla
Dépliant

Alberto

Ernesto Cerasoli

Alberto Marvelli, inzynier,
pracownik milosierdzia 9 Portoghese
Ed. ilPonte - pp. 24

Ernesto Cerasoli

Alberto Marvelli, ingénieur, ouvrier
de charité
Ed. ilPonte - pp. 24

Ernesto Cerasoli

Alberto Marvelli, engineer and
worker of charity
Ed. ilPonte - pp. 24
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Emesto Cerasoli

Alberto Marvelli, engineer
and worker of Charity

Fausto Lanfranchi

Alberto Marvelli, plenitude de vida
crista e civica |

Ed. ilPonte - pp. 24 |
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Italiano

Alberto Marvelli,
Plenitude de vida crista e civica
-

Fausto Lanfranchi

| Alberto Marvelli, plenitud de vida
cristiana y civil
Ed. ilPonte - pp. 24

Musical Alberto
“Seven days with you”

Docu-film

Siamo fatti per il Cielo.
Alberto Marvelli

=S una vita tutta di corsa

Inglese |




Prayer to ask
for Venerable
Carla Ronci’s
intercession

Lord, we thank you for bestowing
Carla Ronci upon us, and we thank
the powerful action of Your Holy
Spirit, which blessed her with

many gifts. We praise you for her
willingness to fully consecrate herself
to Jesus Christ through chastity,
poverty and obedience; for the great
dedication she had to her educational
task during her everyday ecclesial
commitments; for her willingness to
follow her priestly vocation and the
sanctification of presbyteries; for her
fervent prayers, which enabled her
to endure suffering with strength
and serenity; for her simple life

the constant help she gave to her
neighbours. Father, grant us, through
Carla’s intercession, the ability to
follow our path as virtuously as she
did. We also ask you for spiritual and
material grace.

If your divine plan allows it, let Carla
be beatified and known by the whole
Church, for the sake of us and Your
glory. Amen.

(Approved by the Church)

Prayer for
asking for the
intercession
of Blessed
Alberto
VETRTE L

Oh God, Almighty Father, rich of
mercy,

We thank you for giving in Alberto
Marvelli

a sign of your love for us.

We contemplate the wonders that
you have created

in his life: his strong life of prayer,
his generous social and political
dedication,

his ardent love for the poor.

In any aspect of his life

he practised heroically

faith, hope and charity.

We ask you, Father, for the
intercession of Alberto,

allow us to imitate his virtues and to
become like him

witnesses of Your love in the world.
We also ask you any spiritual and
material grace.

We ask you peace and salvation for
Your Church,

that Alberto loved and served.

Make Alberto well-known all over the
Church
for Your name’s glory and honour.

Amen

With ecclesiastical approval



